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The University gfDayton

News Release

SISTER THEA BOWMAN TO SPEAK AT
UD RELIGIOUS EDUCATION SEMINAR
DAYTON, Ohio, Oct. 25, 1989--Nationally renowned Franciscan Sister Thea
Bowman, recently featured on 60 Minutes for her work with inner-city black
youth, will be the keynote speaker for the 15th annual Religious Education
Institute, a seminar for religious educators to be held in the University of
Dayton's Kennedy Union on Saturday, Nov. 18 from 8:45 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
will speak on "Religious Education:

Bowman

What We Have Seen and Heard."

Despite a five-year battle with bone cancer that restricts her to a
wheelchair, Bowman travels around the country, spreading her message by using
song, story and participation to engage her audiences.

She is on the faculty

of the Institute of Black Studies at Xavier University in New Orleans, and she
has served as a consultant for intercultural awareness for the diocese of
Jackson, Miss., since 1979.

Earlier this month, U.S. Catholic bishops launched

the "Sister Bowman Foundation" to provide scholarships to black college
students.

A biography of Bowman, and a film based on her life, are scheduled

for release soon.
Bowman's message is simple:

people are beautiful.

When she teaches

children in her hometown of Canton, Miss., she has them point to themselves and
say, "I am beautiful."

As she explained on CBS's news feature program, 60

Minutes, "I've been watching Miss America for 40 years, and I've never seen one
that looked exactly like me.
It means I'm caring.

When I say I'm beautiful, what does that mean?

It means I respect myself.

It means I'm confident.
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It

means I'm poised."

Bowman believes that if people of all races know that they

are beautiful, then they will not be afraid to communicate with each other.
"The thing that makes me different from some other people is that I'm
content to do my little bit.

Some people think that they have to do big things

in order to make change, but if each one of us would light a candle, we'd have
a tremendous light," she said.
Bowman was born in Canton, Miss., to Protestant parents.
a physician and her mother was a school teacher.

Her father was

At the age of 12, she

converted to Catholicism and later entered the Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual
Adoration in Wisconsin.

She is the only black member of the order and one of

only about 800 black nuns in the United States.

Bowman has earned a Ph.D. in

English and has written numerous books concerned with multi-cultural pluralism
and interdisciplinary ethnic studies.
Bowman's presentation, scheduled for 8:45 to 10:15 a.m., will begin the
religious education seminar.

Her speech will be followed by workshop sessions

in which presentations will be made by five UD faculty and staff members:

Rita

V. Bowen, director of the office for ministry and religious education services;
the Rev. James L. Heft, S.M., provost; Thomas J. Lasley, professor of teacher
education; Debra P. Moore, director of the office of minority student affairs;
and Amie Revere, associate professor of counselor education and human services.
Many religious educators from the Dayton area will also present workshops.
Registration forms and more information may be obtained through the
Office of Religious Education of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati at 266
Bainbridge St., Dayton, Ohio 45402, or by calling (513) 223-4075.

The cost of

the seminar is $18 before Nov. 4, and $20 for registration between Nov. 5 and
Nov. 18.
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